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THE SOVIET UNION AND CHINA 
Students of geopolitics have stressed the importance of the great land 
mass of Eurasia comprising the continents of Europe and Asia. The contin-
ental dividing line, based on the arbitrary action of early map makers, is 
artificial. The Big Four of the present war include two countries located 
in the land mass of Eurasia. The Soviet Union extends east and west of the 
Urals while the Chinese Republic occupies a vast area from the Pacific to 
Inner Asia. 
China and the Soviet Union have many similarities. Both are primarily 
land powers and both have failed to develop sea power to any marked extent. 
The Soviet Union with its historic drive for warm water porte has been more 
interested in the development of sea power than China. Both countries have 
a vast continental base; the Soviet Union has eight million square miles 
and China four million square miles. The events of the Second World War 
have clearly indicated the advantages of a country that can sell space to 
gain time and that has defense in depth. 
Both the SoViet Union and the Chinese Republic have rising birth rates, 
but the Chinese population at present outnumbers the Russian by roughly 5 
to 2. Both countries face growing problems of industrialization, although 
the Soviet Union has a substantial lead as an industrial power. Since the 
turn of the century, the Chinese and Russians have abandoned the monarchical 
form of government and have experienced marked political changes. 
The Soviet Union and China meet in areas of Asia that are relatively 
unknown to the American people. A land frontier of three thousand miles 
exists between the two countries. Four of the sixteen republics of the 
Soviet Union face the frontiers of Greater China. The Russian Soviet 
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Federated Socialist Republic which includes Siberia is by far the largest. 
In Soviet Central Asia the republics of Kazakh, Kirgiz and Tadzhik meet 
Sinltiang. 
Mongolia, Sinkiang, and Tibet in outer China cover two million square 
miles. This is a dry area of less than 10 inches of rainfall. }.fongolia 
includes the Gobi Desert and neighboring steppelands while barren mountains 
rise to the northwest. Sinkiang or Chinese Turkestan is an area character-
ized by oases. Sinkiang commands the only low-level entrances between 
the Orient and the Occident. Tibet forms a vast plateau extending from 
the Himalayas to the Altyn Tagh. Tibet does not actually border the Soviet 
Union. 
Most of the modern trade between the Russians and Chinese before 1931 
passed through Manchuria by the Chinese Eastern Railway. A little trade 
went by ship from Vladivostok and Odessa to Chinese ports. The leading 
land routes in the west were from Soviet Central Asia through Sinkiang or 
from south of Lake Baikal through Kiakhta into Outer Mongolia. Peacetime 
Russian trade with China has been negligible while only a small part of the 
total Chinese trade has been with the Russians. The trade of the Soviet 
Union with the Mongolian People's Republic is more extensive than with 
China proper. Before the war the German Lufthansa sought to establish an 
air route between Europe and China across the Soviet Union and Sinkiang. 
However, the Soviets refused permission for flying acrose their territory. 
The rapid advance of Russia to the Pacific in the 16oO•s served to 
limit the isolation of the Middle Kingdom of China. After border clashes, 
a treaty was made between the two countries in 1689, only 82 years after 
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the British settlement of Jamestown, Virginia. The boundary between the two 
countries was to run along the watershed north of the Amur River. The Treaty 
of Nerchinsk vas the first which China concluded w1 th a Western country. This 
was one of the few treaties in which China imposed her desires upon a European 
state. The Chinese and the Latin texts include in the preamble the statement: 
"In order to suppress the insolence of certain rascals who cross the frontier 
to hunt, plunder and kill, and who give rise to much trouble and disturbance." 
For more than one hundred and fifty years, relations between Russia and 
China were friendly. Caravans followed trading stations in Mongolia, bring-
ing brick: tea to Russia and taking furs to China. Kiakhta became a trading 
center on the route to Urga in Mongolia and to Peking in China proper. Russian 
students studied Chinese in the Middle Kingdom and Chinese students studied 
Russian in the land of the czars. 
After 1850 the Russian leaders became more interested in the vast area 
of Siberia. During the Crimean War the Russian expansionist Count Nikolas 
Muraviev, governor-general of eastern Siberia, sent expeditions down the Amur 
with soldier and colonists to settle along the banks of the river. In the 
Treaty of Aigun in 1858 Russia acquired from China the left bank: of the Amur. 
In the Treaty of Peking in 186o all the Manchurian seacoast from the Korean 
border to the .Amur River vent into Russian hands. The western frontier of 
China would be defined to Kokand. In the same year Muraviev, Count of the 
Amur, founded Vladivostok or "dominion of the East". 
Russian success in acquiring about 350, 000 square miles of terri tory 
from China by the treaty settlements was due to a number of factors. The 
advances of France and Great Britain upon China fran the Pacific coincided 
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) w1 th the push of Russia by land fran the north. British and French mili tar,y 
pressure on the Manchus served to aid czarist diplomacy since the Russians 
pretended friendship for China in the face of Anglo-French force. It is 
noticeable that contacts between Russia and China have been from the east 
to the west along the Chinese frontier - first in the Amur valley, then 
around Kiakhta, and later at Kuldja. 
After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 the Russians again posed as 
the friend of China. Russia, Gei'JII.8.ny, and France forced Japan to return 
the Liaotung Peninsula with the ice-free port of Port Arthur. The identic 
note of the }lOwers to Japan significantly stated: "The possession of the 
Peninsula of Liaotung, claimed by Japan, would be a constant menace to the 
capital of China, would at the same time render illusory the independence 
of Korea, and would henceforth be a perpetual obstacle to the peace of the 
Far East". In 1896 a secret alliance was signed between China and Russia 
against Japanese aggression in which the Chinese practically gave the 
Russians the right to construct a railway across Manchuria. The railroad 
became known as the Chinese Eastern RailWSJ'. Two years later Russia ac-
quired a twenty-five year lease on Port Arthur, Talien-wan, and adjacent 
waters, an area of 1,300 square miles. A branch railwSJ' could be constructed 
:t'rom the Chinese Eastern to Port Arthur and 'fallen-wan. This became known 
as the South Manchuria Railway. Russian influence in Manchuria became para-
mount. Mukden was a Russian armed camp and Port Arthur a naval base of the 
czar•s fleet. Emigration was encouraged and branch railroads were built to 
exploit the coal and iron. 
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During the Boxer Uprising the Russians seized the opportunity to occupy 
the entire area of Manchuria. In the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 much of 
the fighting was done in Manchuria. In the Treaty of Portsmouth, ending the 
war in 1905, both Russia and Japan agreed to evacuate Manchuria. However, 
Japan secured the Russian lease on Port Arthur and the neighboring area 
as well as the lease on the South Manchuria Railroad, with the subsequent 
approval of China. Shortly after the Russo-Japanese War the Russians and 
Japanese proceeded to divide Manchuria into spheres of influence in which 
the northern part was Russian and the southern part was Japanese. 
Following the establishment of the Soviet government, relations between 
the Chinese and Russians underwent a change. Dr. Sun Yat-sen on his death 
bed sent a letter to Moscow urging cooperation between China and the Soviet 
Union "in the great struggle for the liberation of the oppressed peoples 
of the world". Russian-Chinese friendship was due to two factors: first, 
the renunciation by an agreement in 1924 of the exceptional privileges of 
the czar in China, and second, the aid rendered by the Soviets and their 
representatives to the Kuomintang or the Nationalist Party of China. In 
1919 the Communists in the Soviet Union had even offered to surrender to 
China ever,y exceptional privilege in exchange for recognition. However, the 
Chinese delayed action until 1924 when an agreement was made with the Russians. 
In this accord the Soviet Union promised to abolish extraterritoriality in 
China for Russian citizens, to give up its share in the Boxer indemnity, 
end to recognize Outer Mongolia as a part of China. Both agreed to estab-
lish diplomatic and consular relations, to forego propaganda activities, to 
decide the future status of the Chinese Eastern Rail~, and to make new 
treaties on the basis of equality and reciprocity. 
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For a while Chiang Kai-shek, leader of the Nationalists 1n China, and 
Stalin, emerging as the strong man in the Soviet Union, cooperated. The 
Chinese received the aid of Borodin as a civil organizer and Galena or 
"Marshal Bluecher" as a mili tar;y cOI!Jl!ender. Soviet influence was very 
strong fraa 1925 to the ear}J part of 1927. By the summer of 1927 many 
of the Kuomintang leaders became a~id that the Russians were trying to 
get control of the government. At that time the leaders of China broke 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, expelled the Russian advisers, 
and tried a party purge to eradicate all Communists in the Kuomintang. In 
Manchuria, Marshall Chang Teo-lin who possessed autonomy in the area tried 
to take over the administration of the Chinese Eastern Rail~ which was 
Russian owned. The Soviet Union sent forces to the uea, defeated the 
Chinese, and forced a truce. 
~ 
After the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931, diplomatic relations 
were restored between China and the Soviet Union in 1932. From that time the 
).W), Q ~~~ two countries cooperated to a great extent in the Far East. The Russians 
~ · ~ approved the truce between the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists a:fter 
;wWrt. ~ 
... ~ the f8DLOUS kidnapping of Chiang Kai-shek in 1936. In August, 1937, the 
month after the Japanese attack on China at the Marco Polo Bridge, the Soviet 
Union and China concluded a non-aggression pact. Soon Chinese purchasing 
missions were entertained in Moscow and more and more supplies were sent to 
the Chinese battlelines. A suppl.J route of three thousand miles ran from 
the '!Urksib railroad in Soviet Central Asia to Chungking. Russian planes 
and Russian pilots went to China as volunteers. The Soviets negotiated 
trade agreements w1 th the Chinese in 1939, 1940, and 1941. By the SUDIIIIer • 
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of 19~ the Russians had extended to China credits amounting to $300,000,000. 
However, the German attack on the Soviet Union in June, 1941 drastically re-
duced the flow of supplies to China. 
In the Le~e of Nations the Russians championed the cause of the 
Chinese. In September, 1937 Litvinov at Geneva advocated a strong resolu-
tion of condemnation against Japan and in the next month he urged the Leage' c:_ 
under article 16 to give material and moral aid to China. Although not a 
signer of the Nine Power Treaty, the Soviet Union attended the Brussels 
Conference that met in late 1937 to consider the Japanese aggression in 
China. LitVinov opposed both the weak resolution of the cODference and 
the weak resolution of the Council of the Le~e of Nations relative to 
Japanese aggression. 
In September, 1938 the Chinese ambassador in presenting his cruden-
tials in Moscow said: "The striving of the Chinese People toward the 
good of humanity is identical vi th the desires of the People of the SoViet 
Union". When Molotov replaced Li tvinov as Foreign Commissar, he said on 
May 31, 1939: "There is no need for me to deal with our attitude toward 
China. You are well acquainted vi th Comrade Stalin • s statement about 
giVing support to nations which have become Victims of aggression and 
are fighting for the independence of their countries. This :f'ull.y applies 
to China and her struggle for national independence. We are consistently 
pursuing this policy in practice." 
The border proVinces of China, facing the terri tory of the Soviet 
Union, create Jl8.tV' issues. Sinkiang and Outer Mongolia are probl811l8 in 
themselves. In Manchuria one of the differences of opinion centers around 
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the Chinese Eastern Railway. In the agreement of 1924 the Soviets and the 
Chinese stated that both countries should "determine the fUture of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway to the exclusion of third parties." .Af'ter the 
abortive attempt of the Chinese to seize the rail~ in 1929, they were 
forced to accept a teaporar,r arrangement in which the Russians had the 
predaminating influence. A conference of Chinese and Russians was in 
session in Moscow when the Japanese marched into Manchuria. Toqo pro-
claimed succession to the Chinese rights in the railroad. In 1935 Man-
choukuo, a puppet of Japan, purchased the Russian residual share of the 
railroad. China emphaticall.y rejected the transactio~. Juu-1-.~1'1...:.~ J...~. +.:) 
fJ'( tfM l<liNctc.h""'hwq ~-~-/v"'-~ 1--r 
i'he Chinese COlllDlU.nistsl\are also an important factor affecting rela-
tione between the Soviet Union and China. The Chinese Communists number 
~~
about ninety million in thetfreas under their control. Tlle:J aze located:"" + 
. ~ OAL ~rt-+"-e \'~~oe'c""''" IM~, 
i~nox lihwest CHina w:t-tn Yenan as "the eapittt~ T.b.e  Qe-,al.ts,~;ne 
more reformists than revolutionists~1hey represent the peasant revolt 
that has often characterized the long years of Chinese history. They 
have made many reforms in agricultural areas relative to the reduction 
of rents, taxes, and interest rates. Local democracy is practiced and 
ma~ cooperatives have been organized. The Chinese Communists collect 
their ovn taxes, make their laws, and issue their paper money. They main-
tain a separate state economically, politically, and militarily~hey have 
rendered valiant service in the war against the Japanese. 'l!ae J'~.u"i:h emd. 
!U.~ if-
E1ihth ~~Q~e A1m1es have be8h vet) tmpoi1••tt 
~ ~ T5urJ 4t .. rJAW 
Possibly )iis888 Nationalist 
troops of Chiang Kai-shek~ve been used to blockade the Communist area. 
The Soviet Union does not send aid to these regions of China. However, 
the future policy of the Soviets toward the Chinese Camaunists is proble-
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matical. It may be that the divide between Kuomintang and Communist China 
may have repercussions in the relations between Chiang Kai-shek and Stalin. J( 
• • • Both China and the Soviet Union have suffered heavily in the present 
war~CQ.il:na nd 'tl!e 9M!e1! Vfti:ea will have a vital stake in the peace 
" to came. The future of the world may depend to a great extent upon the 
cooperation of the two great land powers of the Eastern Hemisphere - the 
Soviet Union and the Chinese Republic. 
Sources: Blakeslee, George H., Conflicts of Policy in the Far East. Boston: 
World Peace Foundation, 1934. 
Buss, Claude A., War and Diplomacy in Eastern Asia. Ifew York: 
Macmillan Company, 1941. 
Mansfield, Mike, Report to Congress on Mission to China. 
Moore, Harriet, soviet Relations in the Far East, 1931 - 1939. 
New York: Institute of Pacific Relatione, l939. 
Treat, Payson S., The Fer East. Ifev York: Harper and Brothers, 1935. 
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